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“This young quartet evoke the spirit of legendary European Rock In Opposition bands such as Magma, Heldon and Univers Zero. Central to the sound…is the continuous rolling boil of Michael Anselmi’s drumming and the throbbing, groaning, all-over-the-fretboard bass work of Gregory Tejedor. The two often double up, playing rhythmic figures in unison, for a classic zeuhl bottom end that is absolutely relentless. Guitarist Cyril Malderez and keyboardist Olivier Tejedor do their own riffing over the top, weaving long, intricate lines and motifs that are nimble and texturally rich, with enough energy and invention to sustain interest over the long haul. This is instrumental prog rock at its very best. (8/10)”

– Bill Tilland, Alternative Press, v. 16, No. 166, 5/02
“…Dense, dark and urgent, this band attacks you with troubled but beautiful prog-in-opposition and…unusual tempo shifts and intense emotional noise. Take Red-era King Crimson, the frantic anger of punk rock, and a sophisticated French sensibility, and you get a feel for this powerful band…”

– David Marshall, New Gibraltar Encyclopedia of Progressive Rock, www.gepr.net/na.html

“…these guys take no prisoners: we’re immediately confronted with steaming stuff. …Those who like Anekdoten or Anglagard will find a lot in this album, the heavy basses and strong keys, the recurring tension. …a very worthwhile album indeed.”

– Roberto Lambooy, Axiom of Choice, www.cs.uu.nl/people/jur/reviews

“…one of the most interesting avant-garde progressive rock bands today. …The music is energetic and intricate with intense drum playing masterly performed by Michael Anselmi. …All the members are highly technical top musicians… Without doubt one of the best releases this year. (9/10)”

– Greger Rönnqvist, Launch Groups: prog-reviews, 5/13/002

“…Nebelnest inhabit a musical world…loaded with busy, serious, dark, almost industrial sounds. But at the same time there are many passages of striking beauty. The five tracks ranging in length from five minutes to over fifteen contain musical segments of discord and dissonance that are punctuated by lovely, but haunting solo moments. …each piece tends to start from a bold, brief melodic structure then splits into individual efforts that come back to a loose theme. It’s quite striking how NeBeLNeST make it sound so cohesive. …These guys can really play…”

– Jerry Lucky, ghostland.com, Feb. 6, 2002

“…the band’s hard-hitting, all-instrumental approach mixes the epic grandeur of symphonic prog, the often-manic dexterity of fusion, and the doomy, angular Wagner-with-an-amplifier approach of mid-’70s King Crimson and fellow Frenchies Magma.

The grinding, effects-laden guitar of Cyril Malderez plays tug-of-war with Olivier Tejedor’s driving, full-throttle keyboards over a percolating rhythm section where the growling bass often threatens to rise up out of the mix and overtake the high-register lead instruments. The reigning mood is a dark, heavy one…but atmospheric moments do pop up occasionally to give the ears and heart a breather…”



– Muze
“…There’s something about this sort of music that’s so invigorating – it’s not immediate, it gets into you like a good wine, wets the palette, stimulates the senses, gradually intoxicating you – each listen reveals a new level to it all. …repeated listens reveal the music to be quite magnificent, riddled with solos, hooks, drives, and some nice demented Mellotron samples…”




– Alan Freeman, Audion, #46, Summer 2002

“The Audion #46 Top 10 New Releases: NeBeLNeST – Nova Express (Cuneiform) CD”
– Audion, Summer 2002.

“…a fine release…at times dark and brooding. There’s a touch of the psychedelic about them too, and a tendency to improvise. Much of their approach comes from their clever use of dissonance… Their interplay is excellent…a truly outstanding band. Well worth checking out.”

– Bernard Law, Wondrous Stories: The Journal of the Classic Rock Society, #121, Feb. 2002

“Dark, dense, and intense sums up the excellent second effort from France’s NeBeLNeST. …There are elements of Crimson, Magma, and Pulsar at times but this exciting young band has developed their own original approach. They are also extremely good improvisers… They build high levels of tension that are only minimally resolved, and this makes for a listening experience that commands your attention. …an easy choice for my top ten list for 2002.”

– David Ashcraft, Roundtable Reviews, Exposé, Issue No. 24, April 2002

“…Crimson-inspired fusion with a low-end wallop! …And on guitar they veer more towards a jazz inflection that broadens their vocabulary. The key to what helps the band detour from mere King Crimson emulation though is the keyboardist, one of the most daring and original players I have heard in years… The way his frantic and dense spider web playing style fits into the matrix of NeBeLNeST’s compositions is something I don’t think has ever been approached before. …NeBeLNeST makes no disguise of its intentions, and apologizes to no one for its unabashed nature.”

– Mike Ezzo, Roundtable Reviews, Exposé, Issue No. 24, April 2002

“…imaginative, complex, intense arrangements full of richly varied textures, including a prominent, raging role for mellotron samples. …This has to be one of the best post-Crimson bands since Sweden’s Anglagard.”


– David Taylor, Progression, Issue 41, Summer/Fall 2002

“…Nova Express is an album full of ideas, innovative and creative…a tour de force, an instrumental album that runs quickly like a crazy train and goes from the prog and RIO tradition to the most creative music of today…current progressive rock is opening its eyes again. Tremendous. Rate: 9/10”

– Jaume Pujol, The Cube Zine, May 19, 2002, thecubezine.tripod.com/root.tcz.htm

“…a crushing instrumental work! …Rhythmically frenetic and violent…The Crimsonian textures are sublime…abstraction is definitely not lacking in this album. Some segments where the guitar rounds the Mellotron reach supreme excellence! …2002 isn’t yet at the end of its first half but it’s pretty clear that this album will be struggling for the uppermost places for this year’s best releases. A must! “


– Spulit, Prog-PT, www.prog-pt.com

“…Nebelnest is a fairly new band…adding new chapters to the progressive instrumental music book, with virtuosity, great imagination, a keen sense of instrumentation (a mellotron as a quasi-solo instrument…) and all the fear, anguish, and sense of awe implied in deep space travel. …a strong sense of individuality pervades the whole thing. The mellotron/guitar interplay are just too juicy, too blissful, too sharp and intensely strange to be merely dismissed as “yet another prog band.” …Head music it is, with a stupendous rhythm section sharing in the lead stuff, too. Round, fluid, warm bass tones, drums and percussives on a constant attack, both outstanding. It’s so very oppressive and doom-laden throughout, what with the eerie atmospherics and symphonic gloom, psychedelic improvisations, a bit of Zeuhl and constant intensity. Superb production from Bob Drake…”
– Michel Polizzi, Carbon 14, #21
