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Far Corner, a 21st century American chamber rock ensemble based in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, play exquisitely composed, classically-inspired instrumental music that “bridges the post-classical and the prog worlds” with a muscular and aggressive rock-based stance. Composed in a contemporary classical style by composer and keyboardist Dan Maske, its music combines influences from 20th century composers such as Stravinsky, Ives and Bartok with 1970’s progressive rock bands such as ELP, King Crimson, Univers Zero, Present and more. The group also includes some improvisation in its work, both within and outside of Maske’s compositions. Performed by highly skilled, trained and experienced musicians who subvert their egos to let the compositions be the stars, and played with the energy and power of rock, Far Corner’s music is stunningly original, refreshingly accessible and highly entertaining.
Far Corner uses keyboards, cello, electric bass, and drums to blend contemporary classical chamber music with rock and some elements of jazz. Its fusion of classical and rock instrumentation is untraditional; occasionally it radically inverts the instruments’ roles, using rock instruments in a classical context and manner, and treating classical instruments as though they were rock. Most notably, in a debt to jazz, it treats each instrument as an equal, assigning melodic, harmonic, and rhythmic roles to each. Moreover, experimental playing techniques are often used to coax untraditional sounds from traditional instruments. In Far Corner’s music, amplified and fuzz-distorted cello may create a sonic “heaviness” normally played by rock (heavy metal!) guitar, and percussion and bass may play dominant or lead roles, with keyboards and cello serving as accompaniment. Such unorthodox instrumental arrangements and the individual musicians’ experimental playing techniques set Far Corner apart from other chamber rock ensembles, as well as other groups of any musical genre. It comes as no surprise that two of the quartet’s members – Dan Maske and Angela Schmidt – have recently authored technical books about their respective instruments, keyboards and the cello, that were published by the world’s largest music publishing house, Hal Leonard. A third member, William Kopecky, is known worldwide for his innovative bass playing.
Far Corner formed in the Spring of 2003 as a quartet featuring keyboardist Dan Maske, cellist Angela Schmidt, percussionist Craig Walkner, and bassist William Kopecky. A year later, in 2004, Cuneiform released the band’s self-titled debut recording, Far Corner, to critical acclaim throughout the international world of progressive rock. In its first CD, Far Corner used a relatively small palette of instrumental colors and achieved a big sound: piano and organ, cello (played both “Classically” and amplified), electric bass and drums. Far Corner consisted primarily of composed music, with a twenty-minute studio improvisation. Exposé, a magazine specializing in adventurous progressive music, called it “A surprisingly superb debut,” and noting that “there’s plenty here to get excited about,” assigned it extensive coverage in their Roundtable reviews. In his own review of the CD, Exposé editor Peter Thelen noted that:
“These folks can definitely rock when rock is called for – sometimes recalling the more adventurous Keith Emerson penned ELP numbers from their early days, or 70’s Starless-era Crimson, but they can also navigate through labyrinthine passages of ever shifting, emotionally charged melodic adventurism, applying a certain cinematic imagery and fire to the compositional approaches pioneered by Stravinsky, Ives, Bartok and the like. Typically both elements are working…within the same piece…”

Three years after the band’s stellar debut, Cuneiform has released Endangered, Far Corner’s second CD. It features a richer sonic palette, adding to the core of piano/organ, bass, cello, and drums, with such new instruments as violin, spring drum, melodica, trumpet, multiple basses, Latin and orchestral percussion, and a greater variety of keyboard sounds, as well as a handful of home-made instruments. Compositionally, the music remains predominantly contemporary classical in style, augmented by jazz and heavy rock. Endangered includes a long group composition, as well as improvised works, and a greater variety of quasi-improvisatory sections within the composed works. Embodying each member’s individual playing styles, the music is expressive, emotional, and dramatic, featuring enhanced moods. The band states that: “Great care has been taken to make all tracks work together as a whole, taking the listener on one path, with many diverse stops along the way.” As for the title, Maske states that: 

“The title Endangered comes from a variety of concepts. The obvious “endangered species” theme may serve as a symbol for the idea that many elements in today's society which were once held dear, have become scarce in favor of money-making commercial endeavors. Adventurous music of all types is one of these elements, and Far Corner attempts to do their part to keep it alive.”

In Endangered, the listener journeys to a Far Corner of the radio dial, an area threatened by commercial radio, to  experience a lush world of music, a sonic oasis that is mysterious, sometimes dark, and always intriguing.

Far Corner has performed at several progressive rock festivals and showcases in the US, including Progday (North Carolina) and Orion Sound Studio’s Progressive Rock Showcase (Baltimore, MD). The band plays frequently in the Milwaukee area, performing composed works and free-form improvisations, and introducing new material into every show. 

FAR CORNER:  BAND MEMBER BIOS

http://www.far-corner.com

http://www.myspace.com/farcornerband
The ensemble's members have a combination of classical training (three members – Maske, Schmidt, and Walkner – have music degrees from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and extensive experience in chamber and symphonic ensembles) and years of experience performing in rock, jazz, and classical idioms all over the world. The band consists of the internationally performed and award-winning composer, Dan Maske on keyboards; award-winning bass virtuoso William Kopecky; strings performer Angela Schmidt on cello; and award-winning percussionist, Craig Walkner. In Far Corner, these four first-rate musicians blend their skills and backgrounds to create music that fuses the sophistication, elegance and nuance of classical music with the energy and immediacy of rock.

WILLIAM KOPECKY






               [see also www.williamkopecky.com]

William Kopecky is known internationally for his intense and expressive bass playing. He has performed, recorded and toured with numerous bands in the US and abroad, and is one of the most highly regarded and in-demand bassists in the field of progressive rock.  His extensive discography includes CDs by Kopecky, Par Lindh Project, Far Corner, Michael Angelo Batio, Parallel Mind, Yeti Rain, and many more. One of Wisconsin’s most prominent musicians, Kopecky was named Bassist of the Year in both 2004 and 2005 by the Wisconsin Area Music Industry (WAMI) committee. In addition to playing fretted and fretless basses, Kopecky is also an accomplished sitar player, keyboardist, and poet (his poems have been published in over 100 literary magazines in over a dozen countries).

DAN MASKE








         [see also www.danmaske.com]
Keyboardist and composer Dan Maske is a classically trained pianist and trumpet player. In addition, he has experience performing and recording on drums and with voice, as well as working as a conductor leading various orchestras, concert bands, and chamber ensembles. Maske's rock music experience comes from playing in several Milwaukee-area bands, most notably the WAMI-nominated rock group Tunnel Project. Maske has also played jazz, performing on piano, trumpet, and drums. Adept at performing written music as well as improvising, Maske often incorporates room for improvisation within the fully notated works he composes for Far Corner. Academically, Maske holds a doctoral degree in music composition from the University of Wisconsin, has composed chamber and symphonic works which have been performed and recorded all over the world, and has won awards for his compositions. Maske is the author of Progressive Rock Keyboard (see www.halleonard.com & www.amazon.com), the first instruction book for keyboard players to focus on the genre of progressive rock and its myriad stylistic manifestations (Anglagard to ELP to Univers Zero to Yes).  Published in 2007 by Hal Leonard Corp., the world's largest music publisher, Progressive Rock Keyboard is accompanied by a CD featuring performances by members of Far Corner.

ANGELA SCHMIDT
Born in Ohio, and raised in Green Bay, WI, Angela Schmidt began playing cello in fourth grade, with percussion and piano following shortly thereafter.  Her musical education includes holding a BA degree in Instrumental Music Education from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and a Masters degree in String Development (performance and pedagogy) from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  Schmidt is currently the Director of Orchestras in Lake Mills, WI, a position she's held since 1997. She has extensive performing experience in various symphony orchestras, including the Green Bay Symphony and the Watertown Chamber Orchestra, and is a founding member of the Lakeside String Quartet. Schmidt is the author of 101 Cello Tips (see www.halleonard.com & www.amazon.com), a resource book containing info on playing techniques and equipment for cello players regardless of genre, including classical, rock, and everything in between, to be published by Hal Leonard in 2007. 
CRAIG WALKNER



           [see also www.craigwalkner.com & www.myspace.com/craigloop2]

Craig Walkner, a classically trained percussionist with a BA in Music Performance-Percussion from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, has performed in a wide variety of chamber and symphonic ensembles and orchestras, as well as rock bands. A six-time Wisconsin Area Music Industry (WAMI) award winner (with bands Exit and Bascom Hill), Walkner has opened for some of today’s most in-demand acts and received international acclaim for his performances both in the studio and on stage.  He averages 80 gigs a year while teaching percussion students and performing session work. Walkner has toured the US, performed in front of thousands, appeared on ten albums (by Tim Penn, Earthboys, Scattershot, Exit, Snarling Adjective Convention, and others), and had his work appear on national and international radio, TV, and film. He has opened for the Gin Blossoms, The Fray, Hanson, Kenny Wayne Shepherd, Michael Glabicki (Rusted Root), Ozric Tentacles, Brian Auger, and The Gufs. Besides Far Corner, Walkner’s current bands include Snarling Adjective Convention, Yeti Rain and Bascom Hill. 

