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“Driving, aggressive fusion mixed with wickedly complex rhythms, hints of R.I.O. and avant-garde sounds, and Alberto Piras’ unbelievable vocal skills...essential.” – Exposé
“This remains pure Deus Ex Machina -- lyrical, provoking, and genre-pushing....the music is propelled and dominated by Alberto Piras’ riveting operatic voice.” – All Music Guide

One of the finest avant-progressive rock bands in the world today,  Deus Ex Machina has carved out an enviable reputation with its high energy live shows and critically acclaimed albums.  The Italian band is a sextet of top notch musicians –“There are no weak links in this band.”[Exposé]– including Alessandro Bonetti (violin), Fabrizio Puglisi (Hammond organ/Fender Rhodes piano/Arp Odyssey synth), Maurino Collina (guitar), Alessandro Porreca (bass), Claudio Trotta (drums), and vocalist Alberto Piras. The band’s music is a unique and unequaled blend of aggressive jazz-rock mixed with complex rhythms, 1970s-style hard-rock guitar and hints of Rock In Opposition-style avant-progressive rock, all topped by the incredible vocals of Alberto Piras, one of the most extraordinary vocalists working in rock today. On its first four releases, the band delivered its vocals in Latin, stating that Latin lyrics presented  an “ideal solution” in their “desire to reconcile the melodious nature of Italian (which is difficult to transpose into rock) with the immediacy and fluency of English.” In recent years, the band has begun  to move away from Latin lyrics in favor of singing in modern-day Italian.

Deus Ex Machina (D.E.M.) formed in Bologna, Italy in 1985. For its inaugural project, the band wrote and performed an original rock-opera on the theme of the “enduring struggle between Man and Nature”;  critics were impressed by its “powerful” music.  In addition to performances, the band released  4 studio and 2 live albums in the 1990s, and appeared on 4 compilations.  In each recording, the band  strove to further develop – to ‘progress’ – its musical style; Deus Ex Machina is “justly proud of their trademark ethos: a permanent state of evolution”.  Deus Ex Machina’s first album was Gladium Caeli, a rock-opera  recorded in the studio and released in 1991 on Italian label Kaliphonia. Deus Ex Machina began recording its 2nd album after drummer Claudio Trotta joined the band. Recorded between September 1991 and July 1992 and named Deus Ex Machina, it marked a musical departure from the band’s recorded debut,  and was, once again, well received by critics.

The band’s 3rd studio release,  De Republica–considered by many to be the band’s masterpiece – came out in 1995 on Kaliphonia. Two years in the making, recorded with exacting and extensive work in the studio, De Republica marked a progression in the same vein as the band’s previous recordings,  but with even fewer compromises. During the recording of the band’s next studio recording,  1998’s Equilibrismo Da Insofferenza, the original keyboardist left and was replaced by Fabrizio Puglisi, who introduced a strong jazz-rock/fusion influence into the band's sound. 

In 2002, Deus Ex Machina released Cinque, its 5th studio recording and  1st CD on American Cuneiform label. Praised worldwide in the progressive rock press, Cinque was the band’s first release outside Italy, and helped expand the band’s international audience. Calling the band’s  music “INTENSE”,  Ghostland stated that “Cinque is destined to be one of the top albums of the year.” Ground and Sky’s reviewer remarked that “I was completely astounded by this CD when I first got it…it’s extraordinarily good. …this release will certainly stand the test of time and should appeal to those who desire action, force and vitality in an album.”

While Cinque and Deus Ex Machina’s other studio recordings have brought the band much-deserved praise,  it is in live performances that Deus Ex Machina shows no equal in the progressive rock world. In addition to numerous club gigs in Italy and elsewhere in Europe, Deus Ex Machina  have played at high-profile international festivals of progressive rock. It first played in the USA at Progfest 1995, in Los Angeles, and in 2001 it played at NEARfest, the world’s most prestigious progressive music festival. Music News Network stated that its “performance at NEARfest proved that they belong with the best of what Italy has to offer”, calling it “one of the most energetic performances of the weekend”.  In 2002, Deus Ex Machina played  in Spain at the Minorisa Prog Festival (Progvisions called  its “superb and powerful  live performance” “progressive fireworks”),  and in 2004 it played at Baja Prog in Mexico. 

Desiring to record new material while capturing the energy and excitement  they enjoyed in live performance, Deus Ex Machina decided to record a new album in a unique setting.  Le Triton is a world-class nightclub located on the outskirts of Paris, that features a full recording studio as well as the ability to do a professional video shoot during performances.  The band rented Le Triton for 3 days, from May 30-June 1, 2006, traveled from Bologna, rented the equipment they could not bring and spent two days recording a new studio album. They also played a concert  that was  filmed – the band’s first-ever performance in France. The result is Imparis, a double-disc release that includes  Deus Ex Machina’s  new studio album and its first-ever DVD. Its title is a pun that combines where the release was recorded (“in Paris”), and their penchant for Latin terminology; in Latin, “imparis” means  “asymmetrical”,  “unlike”,  or “not equal  to” – a reference to the asymmetrical pair of discs, one CD and one DVD, one studio and one live recording.

Imparis, Deus Ex Machina’s 2nd release on Cuneiform, is both a studio and a live recording . It thus shows both sides of the band – and, for the first time, allows its fans to witness one of its live shows in the comfort of their homes. The CD contains 6 tracks of new material, featuring Piras’ ever-magnificent vocals and the band’s impressive musicianship; the songs’ lyrics are printed in an accompanying booklet, in both the original language that they are sung and in English translation. The DVD contains three main groups of material: the 2006 concert at Le Triton (featuring the band live performing two songs each from its albums Equilibrismo Da Insofferenza, Cinque and Imparis); interviews; and historical video and film footage of past shows. The hour-long footage captured at  Le Triton is notable for the fact that it is very live - there is absolutely no 'fixing' or sweetening of the concert.  Consequently, fans should find it more realistic and representative of a genuine musical performance than what appears on most 'live' DVDs. In addition to the 2006 professional footage, there are extras, including some fascinating historical footage from the early and mid-1990s. Featured is an interview segment (subtitled in English and with a lot of historical information); a short, fascinating, avant-garde prepared piano performance by Puglisi of one of the album's works; a charmingly dated rock video for a song off of the band's second album; excerpts from their second US appearance; and a completely over-the-top performance that Deus Ex Machina gave on a Italian TV program from 1996. Imparis offers a fascinating, multi-faceted overview of one of the boldest, musically diverse, and truly “progressive “ bands in Italy and the international world of modern progressive rock.
